African American Theatre
History

African American Theatre History: A Journey of Resilience and
Creativity african american theatre history is a rich and
vibrant tapestry that weaves together stories of struggle,
triumph, and artistic innovation. From the earliest performances
rooted in African traditions to the groundbreaking plays of the
Harlem Renaissance and beyond, African American theatre has
played a crucial role in shaping American culture and
challenging social norms. Exploring this history offers deep
insights into the resilience and creativity of Black artists who
carved out spaces for authentic expression in the face of
oppression.

The Origins of African American Theatre

The roots of African American theatre trace back to the 18th
and 19th centuries, a period marked by slavery and systemic
racism. Despite harsh restrictions, African Americans found
ways to preserve their cultural heritage and tell their stories
through performance. Early theatrical expressions often blended
African storytelling traditions with the influences of European
theatrical forms introduced by colonizers.
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Early Performances and Minstrelsy

One of the earliest and most complicated chapters in African
American theatre history involves minstrelsy. While minstrel
shows were predominantly performed by white actors in
blackface and reinforced harmful stereotypes, African American
performers eventually began to participate in these productions,
subverting and reshaping the format. These performances,
though problematic, provided some Black artists with rare
opportunities to appear on stage and reach audiences.

The Significance of Spirituals and Oral
Traditions

Spirituals, work songs, and oral storytelling were vital
precursors to African American theatre. These art forms
preserved African cultural identities and conveyed coded
messages of resistance and hope. They laid the foundation for
later theatrical works by emphasizing rhythm, music, and
narrative — elements that remain central in African American
drama.

The Harlem Renaissance: A Theatrical
Renaissance

The Harlem Renaissance, spanning the 1920s and 1930s,
represents a pivotal era in African American theatre history.



This cultural movement celebrated Black identity and creativity
across literature, music, and the performing arts. Theatres in
Harlem became hotbeds for new plays and performances that
challenged racist portrayals and explored complex social
themes.

Key Figures and Influential Works

Several playwrights and performers emerged as trailblazers
during this period. Langston Hughes, often hailed as the voice
of the Harlem Renaissance, infused his plays with poetry and
jazz rhythms. Zora Neale Hurston’s works brought folklore and
African American vernacular to the stage. Another monumental
figure was Paul Robeson, whose powerful presence and
advocacy for racial equality expanded the reach of Black
theatre.

The Impact of the Harlem Renaissance on
Black Theatre

The Harlem Renaissance helped legitimize African American
theatre as a serious artistic endeavor. It encouraged Black
playwrights to write about the realities of Black life beyond
stereotypes, addressing themes of racial identity, social
injustice, and cultural pride. This movement inspired future
generations and set the stage for the growth of Black theatre
companies.
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Post-Harlem Renaissance
Developments

Following the Harlem Renaissance, African American theatre
continued to evolve, responding to the changing social and
political landscape of the United States. The Great Depression,
World War Il, and the Civil Rights Movement all influenced the
themes and styles of Black theatrical productions.

The Rise of Black Theatre Companies

The mid-20th century saw the establishment of numerous Black
theatre companies dedicated to producing works by African
American playwrights and featuring Black actors in prominent
roles. Organizations like the Negro Ensemble Company,
founded in 1967, became instrumental in fostering Black talent
and bringing authentic Black stories to mainstream audiences.

Notable Playwrights and Their Contributions

Playwrights such as Lorraine Hansberry, Amiri Baraka, and
August Wilson made indelible marks on African American
theatre history. Hansberry’s “A Raisin in the Sun” broke new
ground by portraying the struggles of a Black family with nuance
and dignity. August Wilson’s Pittsburgh Cycle, a series of ten
plays, chronicles the African American experience across
decades, highlighting the richness and complexity of Black life.



The Role of African American Theatre in
Social Change

African American theatre has long been a powerful tool for
social commentary and activism. Through storytelling, Black
artists have confronted issues like segregation, racial violence,
and inequality, fostering empathy and sparking dialogue.

Theatre as a Mirror and a Catalyst

Theatre provides a unique space where audiences can witness
the lived experiences of others, gaining insight into perspectives
often marginalized in mainstream culture. African American
productions have challenged dominant narratives and
encouraged societal reflection, often pushing the boundaries of
what was considered acceptable on stage.

Contemporary Movements and Theatrical
Innovation

In recent decades, African American theatre has embraced new
forms and technologies, blending traditional storytelling with
multimedia, hip-hop, and experimental performance styles.
Companies and artists continue to address current issues such
as police brutality, systemic racism, and Black identity in a
rapidly changing world.
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Preserving and Celebrating African
American Theatre History

Understanding and honoring the legacy of African American
theatre history is vital for appreciating the full scope of American
cultural heritage. Efforts to archive, study, and promote Black
theatrical works help ensure that future generations recognize
the contributions and struggles of African American artists.

Institutions and Archives

Several institutions, including the Schomburg Center for
Research in Black Culture and the National Black Theatre, play
key roles in preserving scripts, recordings, and memorabilia.
These resources provide invaluable material for scholars,
practitioners, and enthusiasts eager to explore the depth of
African American theatrical expression.

Recommendations for Exploring African
American Theatre

- Attend performances by Black theatre companies to
experience contemporary works firsthand. - Read plays by
influential African American playwrights to understand historical
and modern themes. - Support initiatives and festivals
dedicated to showcasing Black theatre, which often feature
workshops and discussions that enrich appreciation. African



American theatre history is not only a chronicle of artistic
achievement but also a testament to the enduring spirit of a
community that has used performance as a means of survival,
resistance, and celebration. As the landscape of American
theatre continues to diversify, the influence and significance of
African American theatrical traditions remain as vital as ever.

The Enduring Legacy and Evolution of
African American Theatre History: A
Comprehensive, Mechanistic Analysis

African American theatre history is a foundational pillar of
American cultural expression, embodying centuries of
resilience, innovation, resistance, and artistic brilliance. This
article delivers an ultra-deep, authoritative exploration of its
origins, development, mechanisms, societal impact, and
enduring relevance—crafted to dominate search intent for users
seeking exhaustive, semantically rich, and strategically
optimized content on this vital domain.

Foundational Roots: From Enslavement to the
18th Century

The origins of African American theatre lie at the intersection of
African performance traditions and the brutal realities of
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transatlantic enslavement. Enslaved Africans preserved oral
storytelling, spirituals, drumming, and ritualistic body
language—core elements later woven into theatrical form.
Though formal Western-style theatre was systematically denied
to Black people, informal performances emerged in plantations
and free Black communities. Enslaved performers used
mimicry, satire, and coded narratives to subvert oppression,
often in clandestine settings. By the late 18th and early 19th
centuries, free Black communities in urban centers like
Philadelphia and Boston began staging dramatic readings and
moral plays. These early performances were explicitly didactic,
promoting literacy, civic virtue, and resistance. The African
Theatre Company (circa 1810s) in New York marked one of the
first organized Black theatrical ensembles, asserting artistic
autonomy amid pervasive racial exclusion.

The Post-Emancipation Era:
Institutionalization and Resistance, 1865-1940

The abolition of slavery catalyzed the formal institutionalization
of African American theatre. Freedpeople seized performance
as a tool for identity affirmation and socio-political commentary.
The late 19th century saw the rise of Black-operated
theatres—most notably the Negro Theatre
Movement—anchored in community hubs like Harlem, Chicago,
and St. Louis. These spaces were not merely entertainment
venues but cultural sanctuaries fostering Black leadership and



narrative sovereignty. The early 20th century witnessed the
emergence of the “Buffalo Soldiers” of theatre: all-Black
companies touring rural and urban audiences. These troupes
performed melodramas, spirituals, and folk plays that
celebrated Black heroism while subtly critiquing systemic
racism. The Negro Ensemble Company (NEC), founded in
1967, became a pivotal institutional force, professionalizing
Black theatre through rigorous training, archival preservation,
and new play development. Mechanistically, African American
theatre of this era relied on hybrid performance
aesthetics—blending African-derived vocal rhythms, call-and-
response patterns, and ritual movement with Western dramatic
forms. Playwrights like Paul Robeson and Langston Hughes
fused poetry and drama to elevate Black vernacular and
experience to high art. These innovations laid the groundwork
for the Harlem Renaissance’s theatrical flowering.

Mid-20th Century: The Civil Rights Era and the
Rise of Black Arts

The 1950s-1970s marked a transformative period where
African American theatre evolved from cultural expression into
radical political praxis. The Civil Rights and Black Power
movements infused theatre with urgent calls for justice,
representation, and self-determination. The Black Arts
Movement (BAM), spearheaded by Amiri Baraka (LeRoi
Jones), redefined theatre as a weapon of liberation. BAM artists
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rejected integrationist aesthetics, advocating for
unapologetically Black forms: spontaneous, ritualistic, and
uncompromising in content. Plays such as Baraka’s

Dutchman

and Nina Simone’s collaborations with theatre artists fused
performance with protest, using surrealism and myth to expose
systemic violence. The Negro Ensemble Company and later
A.L.I.C.E. (A League of Creative Excellence) productions
brought these works to national stages, challenging white-
dominated theatre institutions. Mechanistically, BAM theatre
emphasized collective creation, improvisation, and community
engagement. Performance spaces shifted from commercial
theatres to community centers, churches, and outdoor
venues—dismantling spatial hierarchies and democratizing
access. This era established theatre as a site of identity
reclamation and radical pedagogy.

Structural Mechanisms: Community,
Mentorship, and Institutional Framing

African American theatre’s sustainability rests on three
interlocking mechanisms: community embeddedness,
intergenerational mentorship, and institutional scaffolding.
Community remains the lifeblood. Theatre is not a commodity
but a communal ritual—performances often followed by town



halls, workshops, or educational outreach. This fosters
ownership and continuity. Mentorship flows through formal
training programs (e.g., the Sundance Theatre Lab, Juilliard’s
Black Theatre Initiative) and informal mentorship networks,
ensuring skill transmission and artistic lineage. Institutional
support has evolved from grassroots advocacy to formal
recognition. Major universities now offer specialized curricula
(e.g., Howard University’s Theatre Program, Yale’s Black
Theatre Initiative), while organizations like the National Black
Theatre and Theatre Communications Group (TCG) advocate
for equity in funding, casting, and programming. These
structures stabilize the ecosystem, enabling long-term artistic
development.

Real-World Applications and Societal Impact

Beyond aesthetics, African American theatre functions as a
catalyst for social change, education, and psychological
healing. In education, theatre programs integrate Black history,
literature, and critical theory, enhancing student engagement
and cultural literacy. Community-based projects—such as
prison theatre initiatives or youth playwright labs—address
trauma, build confidence, and foster civic participation. In public
discourse, theatre confronts systemic racism through narrative
exposure. Productions like August Wilson’s
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The Pittsburgh Cycle

render invisible lives visible, humanizing historical and
contemporary struggles. Theatre’s immediacy and emotional
resonance make it uniquely effective in consciousness-raising
and empathy-building. Psychologically, performance serves as
a form of collective catharsis.

African American Theatre History: A Journey of Resilience and
Artistic Innovation african american theatre history is a rich
and complex narrative that reflects the broader struggles,
triumphs, and cultural evolution of African Americans in the
United States. From the earliest performances during the era of
slavery to the contemporary stages of Broadway and beyond,
African American theatre has served as a powerful platform for
storytelling, social commentary, and cultural expression. This
article delves into the historical trajectory of African American
theatre, examining its origins, significant movements, influential
figures, and ongoing impact within the American theatrical
landscape.

The Origins and Early Influences of
African American Theatre
The roots of African American theatre can be traced back to the

late 18th and early 19th centuries, during which African
Americans used performance as a means of cultural



preservation and resistance. Early theatrical expressions were
often intertwined with spirituals, oral storytelling, and communal
gatherings. Despite the oppressive conditions of slavery,
African Americans found ways to incorporate elements of
performance into religious ceremonies and social events,
creating a foundation for future theatrical forms. One of the
earliest documented African American theatrical works is
William Henry Brown’s 1821 establishment of the African Grove
Theatre in New York City. This theatre was significant not only
because it was one of the first African American-owned theatres
but also because it provided a venue for black actors and
playwrights to showcase their talents. Brown’s troupe
performed a variety of plays, including Shakespearean works
and original productions, challenging the dominant narratives
that marginalized African American voices.

The Impact of Minstrelsy and Its Complex
Legacy

In the 19th century, minstrelsy became a popular form of
entertainment that often perpetuated racist stereotypes through
blackface performances. African American performers
sometimes participated in minstrel shows, navigating a
complicated landscape where they both subverted and
reinforced prevailing racial caricatures. While minstrelsy is now
widely recognized as a deeply problematic and derogatory
practice, it also inadvertently opened doors for African
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American performers to enter the public theatrical arena. The
dual nature of minstrelsy underscores an important aspect of
african american theatre history: the tension between systemic
oppression and artistic agency. African American artists were
forced to negotiate limited opportunities while striving to assert
authentic representations of their experiences.

Harlem Renaissance: A Flourishing of
African American Dramatic Arts

The Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s and 1930s marked a
pivotal chapter in african american theatre history. This cultural
movement fostered a surge of artistic creativity among African
American writers, musicians, and performers, emphasizing
racial pride and cultural identity. Theatre became a crucial
medium for exploring themes of social justice, identity, and
resistance. Playwrights such as Langston Hughes, Zora Neale
Hurston, and Countee Cullen contributed significantly to this era
by producing works that highlighted African American life
beyond prevailing stereotypes. Hughes’s plays, for example,
often incorporated jazz rhythms and vernacular speech,
creating a uniquely African American theatrical vernacular. The
establishment of the Negro Experimental Theatre and the
Lafayette Theatre in Harlem provided important venues for
these works. The Lafayette Theatre, in particular, gained
recognition for staging productions that challenged racial



segregation and offered African American actors leading roles,
which was rare at the time.

Federal Theatre Project and African American
Participation

During the Great Depression, the Federal Theatre Project
(FTP), a New Deal program, aimed to provide employment for
theatre professionals and bring affordable performances to the
public. African American artists found new opportunities within
the FTP, which supported “Negro Units” in various cities. These
units produced plays that addressed African American history,
culture, and contemporary social issues. One notable
production was the 1936 staging of “Macbeth” by the Negro
Unit in Harlem, directed by Orson Welles and featuring an all-
black cast. This innovative adaptation set the play in a Haitian
context, blending Shakespearean drama with African diasporic
culture and political undertones reflective of the era’s struggles.

Post-War Developments and the Rise of
Black Theatre Companies

The post-World War |l period saw an increase in independent
African American theatre companies dedicated to creating
spaces for black narratives and talent. The 1960s and 1970s, in
particular, coincided with the Civil Rights Movement and Black
Power Movement, which influenced theatre to become more

© sanandres.uep.edu.py African American Theatre History 15



politically charged and community-oriented.

The Black Arts Movement and Theatrical
Innovation

The Black Arts Movement (BAM), often described as the
cultural arm of the Black Power Movement, had a profound
impact on african american theatre history. BAM emphasized
artistic self-determination, cultural pride, and political activism.
Playwrights and theatre practitioners sought to dismantle
Eurocentric theatrical conventions and develop new forms that
spoke directly to African American audiences. Amiri Baraka,
one of the most influential figures of this period, founded the
Black Arts Repertory Theatre/School in Harlem in 1965. His
play “Dutchman” (1964) exemplified the era’s confrontational
and radical approach, addressing themes of racial tension and
identity with unflinching directness. Other important playwrights
included Adrienne Kennedy, Ed Bullins, and Lorraine
Hansberry—the latter known for “A Raisin in the Sun” (1959),
which remains a seminal work that explores African American
family life and aspirations amid systemic racism.

Establishment of Long-Standing Institutions

Several African American theatre companies established during
this time continue to influence the landscape today. The Negro
Ensemble Company (NEC), founded in 1967, became a vital



institution for nurturing black playwrights, actors, and directors.
NEC’s commitment to producing new works and developing
talent helped launch the careers of prominent artists such as
Denzel Washington, Samuel L. Jackson, and Angela Bassett.
Similarly, the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, while
primarily a dance company, has collaborated extensively with
theatrical productions, further enriching the cultural tapestry of
African American performing arts.

Contemporary Trends and Continued
Evolution

In recent decades, african american theatre history has evolved
to reflect broader societal changes and the diversification of
artistic voices. Contemporary playwrights like Suzan-Lori Parks,
Lynn Nottage, and August Wilson have garnered critical
acclaim, with Wilson’s Pittsburgh Cycle offering a monumental
10-play exploration of African American life across the 20th
century.

Diversity, Inclusion, and New Platforms

Today’s African American theatre is characterized by its
diversity of genres, narratives, and platforms. From traditional
stage productions to experimental theatre, spoken word, and
digital performances, black theatre artists continue to push
boundaries and address pressing issues such as systemic
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racism, gender identity, and historical memory. Institutions like
the National Black Theatre in New York and the Crossroads
Theatre Company in New Jersey remain vital in cultivating new
works and audiences. Moreover, the integration of African
American theatre into mainstream venues such as Broadway
and national tours signals increasing recognition, although
disparities in funding and representation persist.

Challenges and Opportunities

Despite significant progress, African American theatre
continues to face challenges including limited access to
resources, underrepresentation in leadership roles, and the
ongoing struggle to balance commercial viability with artistic
integrity. However, the rise of community-based theatres and
educational programs dedicated to African American theatrical
traditions offers promising pathways for sustaining and
expanding this cultural legacy. The growing interest in diverse
storytelling and the inclusion of African American perspectives
in theatre curricula also contribute to a more inclusive
understanding of American theatrical history. The trajectory of
african american theatre history illustrates a resilient and
dynamic cultural force that has continually adapted to social,
political, and artistic currents. From clandestine performances
during slavery to celebrated productions on international stages,
African American theatre remains an essential part of the
American arts ecosystem, providing a lens through which to



examine identity, injustice, and the enduring power of
storytelling.

Every reader approaches a book with different expectations.
Some are searching for answers, others for guidance, and
many simply want clarity. What makes the option to download
African American Theatre History appealing is not only the

content itself, but the way it adapts to these varied intentions
without imposing a fixed path. Access becomes personal. A
reader can open the book with a clear goal in mind, or with no
plan at all. Both approaches work. There is no pressure to follow
a strict order, no obligation to read everything at once. The
material waits patiently, allowing engagement to unfold
naturally. This sense of availability removes hesitation. When
knowledge feels easy to reach, curiosity becomes more active.
Readers explore topics they might otherwise postpone, trusting
that they can pause, return, and revisit ideas whenever needed.
Over time, this builds confidence and familiarity with the subject
matter. Time plays a different role in this context. Learning does
not demand long, uninterrupted hours. It fits into everyday
moments. A few pages during a break, a short section before
rest, or a quick review when a question arises all contribute to
meaningful progress. Downloading African American Theatre

History supports this rhythm without disrupting daily routines.
Portability reinforces this experience. Instead of choosing one
resource for one situation, readers carry access to many

possibilities. This freedom encourages comparison, reflection,
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and deeper understanding. One idea naturally leads to another,
creating a layered learning process rather than a linear one. The
structure of PDF files supports clarity. Pages remain consistent,
references stay aligned, and visual elements retain their
purpose. This reliability matters when readers want to focus on
comprehension rather than adjusting to shifting layouts. The
reading experience remains steady, regardless of where or
when it takes place. Interaction transforms reading into
engagement. Highlighted passages capture insight. Notes
record personal interpretation. Bookmarks signal intention
rather than completion. Over time, African American Theatre
History reflects not only its original content, but also the
reader’s evolving understanding. Search functionality quietly

enhances usefulness. Readers can locate specific concepts
without effort, making the book a practical reference as well as
a source of learning. This ease encourages frequent return,
reinforcing knowledge through repetition and application.
Affordability also influences openness. When access does not
require significant investment, readers feel free to explore.
Public domain collections and open-access initiatives allow
individuals to build knowledge without financial pressure. This
accessibility supports learning across different backgrounds
and circumstances. Platforms such as Project Gutenberg, Open
Library, and Internet Archive preserve important works while
making them widely available. Academic repositories expand
this ecosystem by offering research and analysis that deepen



context. Together, they support independent learning built on
trust and reliability. Choosing legitimate sources remains
essential. Trusted platforms protect readers from unreliable
content and security risks while respecting intellectual
contributions. Responsible access ensures that knowledge
sharing remains sustainable for future learners. In professional
environments, downloadable books serve as quiet resources.
They are consulted when needed, revisited when questions
arise, and relied upon for clarity. Instead of interrupting work,
they integrate smoothly into ongoing tasks and decisions.
Students experience similar flexibility. Learning adapts to
individual pace and preference. Difficult sections can be
revisited without pressure, and understanding develops
gradually. The ability to study offline further supports focus and
consistency. Different reading styles find equal support. Some
readers prefer steady progression, others follow curiosity across
sections. The format accommodates both, allowing each reader
to shape their own path through African American Theatre
History. Accessibility features extend participation. Adjustable
text size, reading assistance tools, and compatibility with

support technologies ensure that more people can engage
comfortably. These features quietly expand access without
altering content. Organization becomes intuitive. Digital libraries
grow alongside interests and goals. Files remain searchable,
notes preserved, and insights easy to revisit. Learning feels
cumulative rather than scattered. Another subtle advantage lies
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in reduced pressure. When readers know they can return at any
time, they feel less urgency to understand everything
immediately. Ideas settle through repetition and reflection,
leading to deeper comprehension. Global availability adds
perspective. Readers from different regions engage with the
same material, often bringing varied interpretations. This shared
access broadens understanding and highlights the value of
multiple viewpoints. Exploration becomes natural when effort is
minimal. Readers venture beyond familiar subjects, connecting
ideas across disciplines. This openness strengthens creativity
and encourages critical thinking. Long-term engagement is
supported by continuity. Notes saved today remain relevant
tomorrow. Bookmarks placed months ago still guide attention.
Learning evolves instead of resetting. Books take on a different
role. They become resources that wait rather than demand.
They remain present, ready to support new questions and
changing interests. Over time, this steady availability shapes
attitude. Learning feels approachable. Curiosity feels justified.
Understanding feels earned through consistency rather than
urgency. Accessing African American Theatre History in this

way aligns with real-life rhythms. It respects limited time, varied
attention, and changing priorities. Learning becomes something
that accompanies daily life rather than competing with it. Rather
than pushing toward a finish line, the experience encourages
return. Each revisit brings new context and deeper insight.
Familiar sections reveal new meaning as perspective shifts.



Knowledge grows quietly through this process. There is no
dramatic endpoint, only gradual accumulation. Ideas connect,
understanding strengthens, and confidence develops naturally.
In this space, learning does not announce itself. It unfolds
through small choices, repeated engagement, and ongoing
curiosity. The book remains nearby, ready whenever questions
appear, offering not closure, but continuity.

The Roots of Resistance: African
American Theatre as Cultural Genesis

African American theatre did not emerge as a cultural form in
isolation; it was forged in the crucible of slavery, resistance, and
an unyielding demand for voice and visibility. Its origins trace
back to the earliest performances in colonial
America—enslaved people using mimicry, song, and ritual not
merely for entertainment but as coded resistance. Field songs,
spirituals, and what scholars call “performances of presence”
were acts of subversion, embedding narratives of origin, loss,
and resilience in bodies and voices that colonial powers sought
to silence. These early forms were not stagecraft in the
European sense, but embodied storytelling that preserved
African cosmologies and challenged dehumanization. The
transatlantic slave trade intensified this dynamic: performances
became clandestine spaces where identity was reclaimed,
kinship reaffirmed, and future generations taught through
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dramatic repetition. By the 19th century, despite systemic
exclusion, African Americans began constructing parallel
theatrical ecosystems. The American Negro Theatre (founded
in 1920 in Harlem) and later the Negro Ensemble Company
(1967) were not just performance venues but institutional
anchors—spaces where Black artists controlled narrative,
casting, and aesthetic direction. These institutions emerged
against the backdrop of Jim Crow, where mainstream theatres
barred Black performers, and even Black-owned spaces faced
funding precarity and political hostility. The geopolitical reality of
racial segregation shaped theatre’s physical and symbolic
geography: performances thrived in Black neighborhoods,
churches, and community centers, transforming intimate venues
into sites of collective empowerment.

The Harlem Renaissance and the Birth
of a Theatrical Aesthetic

The 1920s marked a seismic shift with the Harlem
Renaissance, a cultural explosion that elevated African
American theatre from marginal resistance to central artistic
expression. Figures like Langston Hughes and Zora Neale
Hurston infused drama with vernacular authenticity, drawing on
African American oral traditions, blues rhythms, and folk idioms.
Hughes’ 'Mulatto' (1935) and Hurston’s 'Mule Bone'
(19381)—though later mired in a bitter creative feud—challenged



dominant theatrical norms by centering Black interiority, dialect,
and complexity. This era redefined theatre as a site of cultural
affirmation, where aesthetics were not imitative but innovative,
rooted in lived experience. Economically, the Renaissance
unfolded amid limited capital: Black-owned publishing and
theatre companies operated on shoestring budgets, relying on
community patronage and touring circuits. Yet this constraint
bred ingenuity: small black-box theatres became laboratories
for experimentation. The economic marginalization, however,
persisted—segregated audiences meant restricted revenue
streams, forcing artists to balance artistic integrity with survival.
This tension defined the industry’s early struggles, laying
groundwork for later institutionalization.

The Civil Rights Era and the Theatrical
Militancy

The 1950s and 1960s thrust African American theatre into the
heart of national struggle. The Civil Rights Movement'’s
momentum catalyzed a new era of politically charged
performance. Playwrights like Lorraine Hansberry—author of 'A
Raisin in the Sun' (1959)—transformed personal struggle into
universal narrative, depicting Black families navigating housing
discrimination, economic exclusion, and dignity with
unprecedented nuance. Hansberry’s work, though celebrated,
faced pushback: conservative critics dismissed her as
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“agitators,” while some within the movement questioned
whether art should serve protest. The founding of the Negro
Ensemble Company (NEC) in 1967 by Willard Moses and
others marked a turning point. The NEC was not merely a
theatre but a cultural strike: it rejected dependence on white
benefactors and mainstream acceptance, instead prioritizing
Black ownership, creative autonomy, and community
accountability. Under artistic director Douglas Turner Ward, the
company premiered works by Amiri Baraka, Sembene
Ousmane, and later Suzan-Lori Parks, embedding radical Black
consciousness into every production. The Vietham War and
urban uprisings of the late 1960s deepened this
militancy—playwrights like Baraka (LeRoi Jones) fused African
heritage with revolutionary rhetoric, declaring theatre as a
weapon: 'We shall meet the coming storm with fire and verse.'
Yet this radicalism was double-edged. Funding dwindled amid
Cold War anti-communist sentiment and shifting federal arts
patronage, which favored “universal” over “particular”
narratives. Many Black theatres faced closure or co-option,
forcing artists into precarious alliances with white institutions
that often diluted their control. Still, the era cemented theatre’s
role as a political actor—performances became rallying points,
protests staged in auditoriums, and Black playwrights gained
national recognition despite structural resistance.



The Economic and Institutional
Architecture: From Grassroots to Global
Stage

By the 1970s and 1980s, African American theatre began
establishing durable institutional frameworks, though unevenly.
The Public Theater’s Lincoln Center in New York offered
residencies, but Black-led spaces like the Studio Museum’s
performance initiatives and the Chicago-based Second City’s
Black-led collectives remained vital. These organizations
navigated a complex economic terrain: while major foundations
and corporate sponsors began allocating funds, Black theatres
still faced systemic inequity in grants and audience access. The
1990s and 2000s saw a diversification of form and audience.
Playwrights like August Wilson—whose 'The Pittsburgh Cycle'
(1980-1999) chronicled Black life across
generations—achieved Broadway dominance, forcing
mainstream recognition of Black narrative depth. Yet Wilson’s
success underscored

Questions & Answers About african
american theatre history

N Question Answer
o
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What is the
significance of the
African Grove
Theatre in African
American theatre
history?

The African Grove Theatre, founded
in 1821 in New York City, is
significant as the first known African
American theatre company. It
provided a platform for Black actors
and playwrights during a time of
pervasive racial discrimination.

Who was Langston
Hughes and what
was his contribution
to African American
theatre?

Langston Hughes was a prominent
African American poet, playwright,
and social activist. He contributed to
African American theatre by writing
plays that portrayed Black life and
culture, such as 'Mulatto' and 'Simply
Heavenly,' helping to shape the
Harlem Renaissance theatre
movement.

What role did the
Harlem Renaissance
play in the
development of
African American
theatre?

The Harlem Renaissance, a cultural
and artistic movement in the 1920s,
played a crucial role by fostering
African American artistic expression,
including theatre. It produced
influential playwrights and actors who
challenged racial stereotypes and
highlighted Black experiences.

Who was Lorraine
Hansberry and why
is she important in
African American
theatre history?

Lorraine Hansberry was the first
Black female playwright to have a
play performed on Broadway. Her
play 'A Raisin in the Sun' (1959) was
groundbreaking in its realistic
portrayal of African American family
life and the struggles against racial
discrimination.




What is the Black
Arts Movement and
how did it influence
African American
theatre?

The Black Arts Movement
(1960s-1970s) was an artistic and
cultural movement that sought to
create politically engaged and
culturally relevant Black art. It
influenced African American theatre
by inspiring plays that addressed
racial identity, social justice, and
Black empowerment.

Who was Paul
Robeson and what
was his impact on
African American
theatre?

Paul Robeson was an acclaimed
African American actor, singer, and
activist. He had a profound impact on
theatre by starring in major
productions such as 'Othello’ and
using his platform to advocate for
racial equality and social justice.

How did the Federal
Theatre Project

The Federal Theatre Project
(1935-1939) provided funding and

impact African opportunities for African American

American theatre theatre artists during the Great

during the Great Depression. It supported the

Depression? production of plays featuring Black
casts and themes, helping to sustain
African American theatre during
difficult economic times.

What is the August Wilson was a celebrated

significance of
August Wilson in
African American
theatre history?

African American playwright known
for his Pittsburgh Cycle, a series of
ten plays that chronicle the African
American experience throughout the
20th century. His work brought
authenticity and depth to Black
stories on the American stage.
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9 | How have African
American theatre
companies
contributed to the
preservation and
growth of Black
theatre?

African American theatre companies,
such as the Negro Ensemble
Company and the Alliance Theatre,
have been essential in nurturing
Black playwrights, actors, and
directors. They provide dedicated
spaces for African American stories
and help preserve cultural heritage.

—_

What challenges

0 | have African
American theatre
artists historically
faced and how have
they overcome
them?

African American theatre artists have
faced challenges including racial
discrimination, limited funding, and
stereotypical casting. They have
overcome these obstacles through
community building, establishing
their own theatres and companies,
and creating works that assert Black
identity and experiences.

African American drama, Black theatre, Harlem Renaissance

theatre, African American playwrights, Black theatrical

performance, African American cultural history, Black theatre

companies, African American stage history, African American

performance art, African American dramatic arts

African American Theatre




History eBook Resource

African American Theatre History eBooks provide structured
digital knowledge.

Core Discussion

Digital books help readers maintain productivity.

Practical Use

African American Theatre History eBooks support consistent
study routines.

Conclusion

Digital reading improves access to information.

Digital permanence ensures that African American Theatre
History content remains accessible without physical
degradation.

Modularity supports targeted learning without unnecessary
repetition.

They adapt to changing consumption patterns.

African American Theatre History eBooks help establish
sustainable learning routines by lowering the friction between
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intent and action. When information is immediately accessible,
learners are more likely to follow through on their educational
goals.

This environmental benefit aligns with broader digital
transformation initiatives.

Anchored knowledge supports adaptability.

Many organizations incorporate African American Theatre
History eBooks into internal training systems to ensure
standardized knowledge transfer.

Digital materials eliminate printing and logistics expenses.

African American Theatre History eBooks align with
contemporary reading habits by supporting short, focused study
sessions.

Centralized content improves trust and reliability.

Reusable content supports ongoing education without repeated
investment.

Reusable content supports ongoing education without repeated
investment.

African American Theatre History eBooks allow readers to
highlight, annotate, and bookmark key sections, enhancing
long-term retention and review efficiency.

African American Theatre History eBooks function as stable



knowledge repositories.

For long-term projects, African American Theatre History
eBooks serve as stable reference materials that can be
revisited repeatedly.

African American Theatre History eBooks reduce reliance on
fragmented online information.

African American Theatre History eBooks represent a shift in
how information is consumed, prioritizing convenience,
efficiency, and adaptability in modern learning environments.

Readers value African American Theatre History eBooks for
their consistency in structure and presentation.

Centralized content improves trust.

Professionals and students alike rely on African American
Theatre History eBooks as dependable reference materials.

Repeated exposure reinforces mastery.
Centralized content improves trust.

The flexibility of African American Theatre History eBooks
allows learners to combine structured study with real-world
experimentation.

The long-term value of African American Theatre History
eBooks lies in their reusability and adaptability.

African American Theatre History eBooks help bridge the gap
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between theoretical concepts and practical application.

African American Theatre History eBooks balance depth and
clarity, making complex topics easier to understand.

Educators use African American Theatre History eBooks to
deliver standardized curricula.

Clear organization guides readers from fundamentals to
advanced topics.

These interactive features help learners transform passive
reading into an engaged and intentional learning process.

Professionals often prefer African American Theatre History
eBooks for reference-based learning.

For long-term learning goals, African American Theatre History
eBooks provide consistency and reliability as core study
materials.

Centralization improves efficiency.

Digital African American Theatre History books allow access
across multiple devices, enabling seamless transitions between
desktop, tablet, and mobile reading environments without
disrupting learning continuity.

African American Theatre History eBooks democratize access
to information by minimizing production and distribution costs
compared to traditional publishing models.



Readers use African American Theatre History eBooks to revisit
core principles.

African American Theatre History eBooks help establish
sustainable learning routines by lowering the friction between
intent and action. When information is immediately accessible,
learners are more likely to follow through on their educational
goals.

Students benefit from African American Theatre History eBooks
through consistent formatting and layout.

This long-term usability makes African American Theatre
History eBooks suitable for repeated consultation.

Educational institutions increasingly adopt African American
Theatre History eBooks due to their scalability and consistency.

African American Theatre History eBooks enable rapid topic
navigation through search features, bookmarks, and hyperlinks,
making them effective tools for problem-solving, reference, and
focused research.

African American Theatre History eBooks allow rapid content
updates.

Logical sequencing reduces cognitive overload.

African American Theatre History eBooks support offline
access, enabling uninterrupted learning without constant
internet connectivity.
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African American Theatre History eBooks support knowledge
standardization within structured learning environments.

By centralizing knowledge, African American Theatre History
eBooks reduce the need to search across multiple fragmented
resources.

African American Theatre History eBooks function as
dependable educational anchors.

Readers can prioritize relevant sections without losing context.

Readers use African American Theatre History eBooks to revisit
core principles.

Digital access enables quick consultation during real-world
application.

African American Theatre History eBooks are effective tools for
refreshing knowledge before projects, meetings, or
assessments.

African American Theatre History eBooks align with structured
knowledge systems.

African American Theatre History eBooks reduce reliance on
fragmented online information.

Beginners and advanced learners alike benefit from flexible
content depth.

African American Theatre History eBooks help establish



sustainable learning routines by lowering the friction between
intent and action. When information is immediately accessible,
learners are more likely to follow through on their educational
goals.

Readers value African American Theatre History eBooks for
clarity and organization.

African American Theatre History eBooks reduce reliance on
algorithm-driven content feeds.

This shift allows readers to engage with African American
Theatre History content without the physical constraints
traditionally associated with printed materials.

African American Theatre History eBooks represent a shift in
how information is consumed, prioritizing convenience,
efficiency, and adaptability in modern learning environments.

Ultimately, African American Theatre History eBooks offer an
efficient, scalable, and future-ready approach to knowledge
consumption.

The structured chapters of African American Theatre History
eBooks guide readers through progressive learning stages.

Anchored knowledge supports adaptability.

By centralizing knowledge, African American Theatre History
eBooks reduce the need to search across multiple fragmented
resources.
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Accurate reference improves outcomes.

Clear organization guides readers from fundamentals to
advanced topics.

Segmented content helps reduce cognitive overload and
improves comprehension.

This durability makes African American Theatre History eBooks
suitable for ongoing study, professional reference, and skill
reinforcement.

African American Theatre History eBooks help bridge the gap
between theory and practice through structured explanations.

African American Theatre History eBooks provide a reliable
baseline for further exploration.

This integration enhances knowledge management and recall.

African American Theatre History eBooks support sustainable
learning practices by reducing material waste.

Many learners prefer African American Theatre History eBooks
because they reduce physical storage requirements.

Readers benefit from African American Theatre History eBooks
by reducing distractions found in unstructured web content.

African American Theatre History eBooks serve as dependable
reference materials for long-term use.

African American Theatre History eBooks align with modern



expectations for speed, accessibility, and usability.

African American Theatre History eBooks support sustainable
learning practices by reducing material waste.

African American Theatre History eBooks provide measurable
long-term value.

Centralized content improves trust.

African American Theatre History eBooks are suitable for
beginners seeking foundational knowledge as well as advanced
readers refining specific skills or deepening existing expertise.

Unlike short-form content, African American Theatre History
eBooks emphasize depth over immediacy.

Readers can easily navigate African American Theatre History
eBooks using search, bookmarks, and internal links.

Readers can study African American Theatre History at their
own pace, revisiting complex sections while skipping familiar
topics to optimize learning efficiency and personal relevance.

African American Theatre History eBooks reduce environmental
impact by minimizing paper usage, contributing to more
sustainable knowledge consumption practices.

African American Theatre History eBooks provide measurable
educational value.

African American Theatre History eBooks support intentional
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learning by encouraging focused reading.

Digital African American Theatre History books integrate
smoothly into modern workflows, allowing readers to study
during short breaks, commutes, or dedicated learning sessions
without carrying physical materials.

Readers benefit from African American Theatre History eBooks
by gaining instant access to organized material.

The portability of African American Theatre History eBooks
ensures that learning materials are always available regardless
of location or time constraints.

Many organizations incorporate African American Theatre
History eBooks into internal training systems to ensure
standardized knowledge transfer.

This emphasis encourages thoughtful understanding.

From an educational standpoint, African American Theatre
History eBooks encourage active reading through annotation,
highlighting, and structured navigation tools.

Offline functionality ensures uninterrupted learning regardless of
connectivity.

The accessibility of African American Theatre History eBooks
supports lifelong learning by making knowledge available to
users at any stage of their personal or professional
development.



Standardization ensures consistent understanding.

Students often find African American Theatre History eBooks
easier to integrate into academic routines because they can be
accessed across multiple devices.

African American Theatre History eBooks are suitable for
individual learners, teams, and organizations seeking scalable
education tools.

Repeated exposure reinforces knowledge and supports
mastery.

The digital format of African American Theatre History eBooks
supports quick updates, corrections, and content expansions.

Baseline knowledge supports independent research.

One key advantage of African American Theatre History
eBooks is their ability to integrate seamlessly into digital
lifestyles.

Educators value African American Theatre History eBooks for
curriculum consistency.

African American Theatre History eBooks enable rapid topic
navigation through search features, bookmarks, and hyperlinks,
making them effective tools for problem-solving, reference, and
focused research.

Continuous engagement with African American Theatre History
eBooks helps reinforce habits that lead to long-term intellectual
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growth.
Controlled pacing improves absorption.

The modular design of African American Theatre History
eBooks allows selective reading.

African American Theatre History eBooks enable learning
across multiple contexts, including work, travel, and home
environments.

African American Theatre History eBooks are suitable for
individual learners, teams, and organizations seeking scalable
education tools.

Predictability improves reading efficiency.

African American Theatre History eBooks help learners manage
long-term educational goals.

When learning materials are readily available, readers are more
likely to return regularly.

Dedicated reading reduces multitasking.

The modular structure of African American Theatre History
eBooks allows readers to focus on specific sections without
losing overall context.

African American Theatre History eBooks align with sustainable
learning practices.

Readers appreciate African American Theatre History eBooks



for their predictable structure.

African American Theatre History eBooks provide a reliable
baseline for further exploration.

Professionals using African American Theatre History eBooks
can quickly refresh their knowledge before meetings,
presentations, or decision-making processes.

Searchable content enhances productivity and supports just-in-
time learning scenarios.

When learning materials are readily available, readers are more
likely to return regularly.

African American Theatre History eBooks adapt to individual
learning preferences through customizable reading settings.

Digital permanence ensures that African American Theatre
History content remains accessible without physical
degradation.

The low entry barrier of African American Theatre History
eBooks allows learners to start new subjects without significant
financial investment.

Readers value African American Theatre History eBooks for
their consistency in structure and presentation.

Readers can maintain extensive libraries without space
limitations.
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African American Theatre History eBooks support offine access
once downloaded.

Digital African American Theatre History books allow access
across multiple devices, enabling seamless transitions between
desktop, tablet, and mobile reading environments without
disrupting learning continuity.

African American Theatre History eBooks improve long-term
usability by remaining searchable.

Many learners prefer African American Theatre History eBooks
because they reduce physical storage requirements.

Controlled pacing improves absorption.

With African American Theatre History eBooks, learners can
personalize their reading experience by adjusting font size,
background color, and layout to improve comfort and
comprehension.

Digital distribution ensures that learners receive identical
content regardless of location.

African American Theatre History eBooks support diverse
learning styles by combining structured text with optional
multimedia references.

African American Theatre History eBooks reduce reliance on
fragmented online information.

Logical sequencing reduces confusion.



Clear explanations support real-world use.

Integration with calendars, reminders, and notes enhances
learning consistency.

African American Theatre History eBooks allow readers to
highlight, annotate, and bookmark key sections, enhancing
long-term retention and review efficiency.

African American Theatre History eBooks align with modern
expectations for speed, accessibility, and usability.

Continuous engagement with African American Theatre History
eBooks helps reinforce habits that lead to long-term intellectual
growth.

African American Theatre History eBooks enable rapid topic
navigation through search features, bookmarks, and hyperlinks,
making them effective tools for problem-solving, reference, and
focused research.

Students often prefer African American Theatre History eBooks
because they integrate easily with digital note-taking and
productivity systems.

The long-term value of African American Theatre History
eBooks lies in their reusability and adaptability.

Consistent engagement with African American Theatre History
eBooks helps reinforce learning routines and intellectual
discipline.
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Methodical study improves mastery.
Logical sequencing reduces cognitive overload.
Logical sequencing reduces confusion.

Many learners prefer African American Theatre History eBooks
for their portability.

African American Theatre History eBooks support intentional
learning by encouraging focused reading.

African American Theatre History eBooks reduce dependency
on continuous internet access.

How to choose the best eBook platform for African
American Theatre History?

Choosing the best eBook platform for African American Theatre
History is an important decision that can significantly affect your
overall reading experience. With so many digital platforms
available today, each offering different features, pricing models,
and device compatibility, it is essential to understand what suits
your personal needs and reading habits best.

The first factor to consider is device compatibility. Some eBook
platforms are closely tied to specific devices, while others offer
greater flexibility. For example, Amazon Kindle books work
seamlessly with Kindle eReaders and Kindle apps on
smartphones, tablets, and computers. Platforms like Google
Play Books and Apple Books are designed to integrate



smoothly with Android and iOS ecosystems. If you use multiple
devices, choosing a platform that supports cross-device
synchronization ensures you can continue reading African
American Theatre History exactly where you left off.

Another important aspect is user interface and reading comfort.
A good eBook platform should provide a clean, intuitive
interface with customizable reading settings. Features such as
adjustable font size, font style, line spacing, background color,
and night mode can make a big difference, especially for long
reading sessions. Before committing to a platform, explore
screenshots, demos, or free samples to see how comfortable it
feels for reading African American Theatre History content.

Content availability is equally crucial. Not all platforms offer the
same catalog. Some specialize in fiction, others in academic,
technical, or educational materials. Make sure the platform you
choose has a wide selection of African American Theatre
History eBooks, including new releases, popular titles, and older
editions. Platforms with partnerships with major publishers often
provide higher-quality and more reliable content.

Pricing and access models should also be evaluated. Some
platforms sell eBooks individually, while others offer
subscription-based access. Services like Kindle Unlimited or
Scribd allow users to read multiple African American Theatre
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History books for a monthly fee, which can be cost-effective for
avid readers. However, ownership models may be preferable if
you want permanent access to specific titles. Understanding
how you prefer to access and pay for content will help narrow
down the best option.

Comparing popular eBook platforms

Each major eBook platform has its own strengths. Amazon
Kindle is known for its vast library and seamless ecosystem.
Google Play Books offers flexibility with no subscription
requirement and supports multiple file formats. Apple Books
integrates well with Apple devices and provides a polished
reading experience. Kobo is popular internationally and
supports open formats like EPUB, making it attractive for
readers who prefer flexibility. Evaluating these options based on
your needs will help you choose the best platform for reading
African American Theatre History eBooks.

Quality of Free eBooks

Many readers are interested in accessing free eBooks, and
fortunately, there are numerous reputable sources that offer
high-quality content at no cost. Free eBooks often include
classic literature, academic texts, and public domain works that
are legally available for distribution. Platforms such as Project
Gutenberg, Open Library, and Standard Ebooks provide well-
formatted, carefully edited versions of classic titles that can



include African American Theatre History-related content.

However, not all free eBooks are created equal. The quality of
formatting, proofreading, and readability can vary significantly
depending on the source. Poorly formatted eBooks may have
missing chapters, inconsistent fonts, or unreadable layouts. To
ensure a good reading experience, always download free
African American Theatre History eBooks from trusted
platforms with established reputations.

In addition to public domain works, some authors and
publishers offer free eBooks as promotional material. These
may include sample chapters, introductory guides, or full books
for a limited time. Signing up for newsletters or following
publishers on official platforms can help you discover legitimate
free offers without compromising quality or legality.

Legal and safety considerations

When downloading free eBooks, it is essential to ensure that the
source is legal and safe. Unauthorized websites may distribute
pirated content that violates copyright laws and exposes your
device to malware or malicious files. Always verify that the
platform clearly states its licensing terms and respects
intellectual property rights. Using trusted eBook platforms
protects both your device and the creators of African American
Theatre History content.
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Reading Without an eReader

One of the biggest advantages of modern eBook platforms is
the ability to read without owning a dedicated eReader. Most
platforms provide web-based readers or mobile applications
that allow you to access African American Theatre History
eBooks on computers, smartphones, and tablets. This flexibility
makes digital reading accessible to almost everyone.

Reading on a computer browser can be convenient for quick
access, especially when studying or referencing specific
sections. Many web readers include features such as search,
bookmarks, and highlights, which are particularly useful for
educational or technical African American Theatre History
materials. However, extended reading on a computer screen
may cause eye strain, so proper adjustments are important.

Mobile apps offer greater portability and comfort. eBook apps
typically include customization options such as font resizing,
background color selection, brightness control, and night mode.
These features help reduce eye strain and improve readability
during long sessions. Some apps also support offline reading,
allowing you to download African American Theatre History
eBooks and read them without an internet connection.

For users who read frequently, investing in an eReader can
enhance the experience, but it is not mandatory. The ability to



read across multiple devices ensures that you can enjoy African
American Theatre History content anytime and anywhere.

Interactive eBooks

Interactive eBooks represent an evolving form of digital content
that goes beyond traditional text-based reading. These eBooks
may include multimedia elements such as audio, video,
animations, quizzes, hyperlinks, and interactive exercises. For
educational or instructional topics, interactive features can
significantly enhance understanding and engagement.

African American Theatre History eBooks may also be available
in interactive formats, especially if they are designed for
learning, training, or skill development. Interactive quizzes can
reinforce key concepts, while embedded videos or audio
explanations can provide additional context. This makes
interactive eBooks particularly appealing for students,
educators, and professionals.

However, interactive eBooks often require specific apps or
platforms to function correctly. Not all devices support
advanced multimedia features, so compatibility should be
checked before purchasing or downloading. Additionally,
interactive content may consume more storage space and
battery power compared to standard eBooks.
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Accessibility features

Many modern eBook platforms include accessibility options that
make reading more inclusive. Features such as text-to-speech,
screen reader support, adjustable contrast, and dyslexia-
friendly fonts can improve accessibility for readers with visual
impairments or learning differences. When choosing a platform
for African American Theatre History eBooks, accessibility
features can be an important consideration.

Accessing African American Theatre History

There are several legitimate ways to access digital copies of
African American Theatre History. Official publishers’ websites
often sell or distribute authorized eBooks directly to readers.
Online bookstores and eBook platforms provide secure
downloads and cloud-based libraries for easy access. Some
platforms also offer free trials or limited-time access to selected
African American Theatre History titles, allowing readers to
explore content before making a purchase.

Libraries are another valuable resource for accessing digital
content. Many libraries offer eBook lending services through
platforms such as OverDrive or Libby. With a valid library
membership, you can borrow African American Theatre History
eBooks legally and for free, often with the option to read them
on multiple devices.



When downloading eBooks, always ensure that the files are
obtained from safe and legal sources. Avoid unofficial websites
that offer copyrighted content without permission. Using
legitimate platforms not only protects your device from security
risks but also supports authors and publishers who create high-
quality African American Theatre History content.

Final thoughts on choosing an eBook platform

Selecting the best eBook platform for African American Theatre
History ultimately depends on your personal preferences,
reading habits, and device ecosystem. By considering factors
such as compatibility, content availability, pricing, reading
comfort, and security, you can choose a platform that delivers a
smooth and enjoyable digital reading experience. Whether you
prefer free classics, interactive learning materials, or premium
titles, the right eBook platform will help you access and enjoy
African American Theatre History content with ease and
confidence.
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